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The President

The White House
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Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

President Trump,

We write to you today to express our concern and dismay at the recall of Daniel Foote, the
United States Ambassador to Zambia, after he expressed his opposition to the Lungu
government’s anti-LGBTQ policies. While there have been advancements around the world in
protecting the rights of LGBTQ individuals, millions of people still live in countries where they
can be fined, imprisoned, or even executed for who they are and who they love.

When Ambassador Foote spoke out against Zambia’s imposition of a 15-year sentence on two
men in a same-sex relationship, he was standing up for American values of freedom and
equality. Ambassador Foote’s actions aligned with both our values and the State Department’s
policy of opposing criminalization of LGBTQ relationships. Earlier this month, Ambassador
Foote was attacked by Zambia’s leaders for his stand, and President Lungu used hateful anti-
LGBTQ language while doing so.

To bow to pressure and recall the ambassador after he spoke out in accordance with stated U.S.
policy, sends the wrong message to the millions of people who still live under anti-LGBTQ
regimes. It indicates to the world that we will back down to pressure, and it calls into question
your administration’s stated interest in combating anti-LGBTQ policies across the globe.

As members of Congress, we seek information about your administration’s actions surrounding
this situation. Specifically:



(1) While our ambassador was being targeted by the Lungu government, did President
Trump, Vice President Pence or Secretary Pompeo personally intervene to support
Ambassador Foote?

(2) How does Ambassador Foote’s withdrawal from Zambia comport with your
Administration’s declared support for decriminalizing same-sex relations around the
world?

(3) Given reports of growing anti-LGBTQ sentiment across Africa, will your State
Department commit to sending a message to all regional ambassadors clarifying that US
policy remains to support the fair treatment and full equality of LGBTQ people?

While your administration’s actions cannot be undone, we ask that you support our ambassadors
and foreign service officers when they stand up for American values of freedom and equality
around the world.

Sincerely,
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